JESUS LEAGUE
Becoming One of Jesus' Super Followers
 Children’s Outreach Lesson

Lesson 8		: 	Barnabas the Encourager
Bible Story	: 	Barnabas Speaks Up For Paul
Bible Scripture	:	Acts 9:26-31
Objective		:	Kids will discover that God has a special job for each of us.
Memory Verse	:	2 Corinthians 5:17

“When anyone lives in Christ, the new creation has come. The old is gone! The new is here!”

Words to Remember

Encourager (Nanghihikayat) to give support to; a helper who helps others by giving them what they need or by speaking good words to them. 

Exhortation (Payo) to call to one’s side; to summon, encourage	

Introduction

Who is Barnabas?

 “Joseph” (Acts 4:36) was the birth name of Barnabas. “Joseph” means “may [God] add” but the apostles gave him the name Barnabas, which means “Son of Encouragement” or “Son of Exhortation” (Acts 4:36). 

The name was given to him because of his inclination to serve others (Acts 4:36-37, 9:27) and his willingness to do whatever church leaders needed (Acts 11:25-31).

He was from the tribe of Levi and came from the island of Cyprus and first mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles as a member of the early Christian community in Jerusalem.  He is referred to as a “good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith.” 

Through his ministry, “a great number of people were brought to the Lord” (Acts 11:24).

Tell the Story
Tell the bible story in your own words and by showing pictures. 
Don’t just read it.  Know it and bring it to life!

READ Acts 9:26-31, Barnabas Speaks Up For Paul

Main Point of the Lesson

As said on the previous lesson, Jesus wants us to follow Him. He wants us to be part of saving the world. He wants us to share the good news with everyone.  You don’t need super powers to join the Jesus League. You just need to be willing to see the light and answer the call from Jesus to follow Him and let Him lead your life.

Jesus uses unlikely heroes. Barnabas was not a perfect man. But, God records the histories of men such as him to show us what great things He can do through men and women who strive to overcome their human nature and yield to Him.
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Barnabas is a Christian hero. He put others first, especially in providing encouragement and exhortation. He sacrificed his wealth to help the needy. He sacrificed comfort and safety to travel and proclaim Christ in advancing the gospel.  For him, the ultimate goal was bringing as many unsaved as possible to Jesus.

Are you ready to join the Jesus League?


Prayer Time & Wrap-Up
